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You may have seenthese postcards before in dealers boxes and
wondered what they were. Common
postcards they were sent out by drug manufacturers to doctors

and medical personnel advertising specific drugs. Each was

mailed from an exotic locale with an interesting native scene on

the front and the sales pitch on the reverse, typically starting

with the salutation oDear Doctor
Abbott Labs headquartered in Chicago, lllinois sent theirs out
between 1956 and 1968. Over 180 face-different postcards In

10 languages and sent to 36 countries and territories have been
documented to date with subtle and not -so-subtle differences

found on the message side. TheyOore now over

P ™ & N
This presentation will Introduce you to the wealth A AR
. ‘ /
of variety among them. Plan to have fun! i#“& .
e




All Abbott postcard mailings advertised one barbiturate drug,
trademarked oPentothal, 6 their Db
sodium. It was widely used as an anesthetic injection used to
put pre-op patientstosleep. It may be more f ami | |

Sser umo t eeratgdneratian mfithe 1950s and 1960s.

Each Abbott postcard mailing was sent to as many as
250,000 recipients. Most were trashed as junk maill,
while others kept them as curiosities --thankfully!




Let 0s first | ook at a postcar dos
mailings used native cards originally printed in their country of

us e. Hereds an example of a <car
Mapocho in the capital of Santiago. Abbott printed their own

message and other detalls over these. That included the
postcar dos 3domdtirmes thatéxfin tlae wahter

vertical section, as you can see on the card on the right.
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card non-philatelic differences and varieties.



Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film ""QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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We 0 r e (¢ startiowd with an easy one. Look
closely at these two cards. Other than the person

each is addressedto,wh at 6s diI f f er en

DR. IRA A, ROWLSON,
100 BEEKMAN ST,,
PLATTSBURG, N. Y.,
U. S. A'




Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film ""QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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Absolutely nothing! The complete mailing of these
cards from Greenland was accomplished on only
one day using the same stamp and postmark.




Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.

Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film ""QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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Same card on the left, different card on the
right. Any difference between these two?




Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film "QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.

Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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The written message Is the same and in the
same handwriting, but spaced differently. The
rir ght card I s missing
to a nurse. ONursed was use




Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film ""QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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Same card on the left, different card on the
What 0s

ri ght .
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Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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DR, A. R. WOODS,
269 KING ST.,
DUNDAS, ONT.
CANA SA




Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “"QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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(Thiopental Sodium for Injection, Abbott]

The right card was sent to Canada, and yes,
Canada is spelled wrong! None the less it

arri ved

at | t S

dest i

difference between these. Did you catch it?
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Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film ""QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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oTrade Mar ko was added
on the card sent to Canada.




Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film ""QIVITOQ" y
taken by Nordisk Film Ko. £ yourc GU popLs

Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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DR, A. R. WOODS,

269 KING ST.,
DUNDAS, ONT.
CANA SA

Parles vous francais?
French, the recipient of the right postcard was

expected to. The doctor had also moved!
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Native sealers from Greenland,
picture from the Greenland film “QIVITOQ"
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.

Notive sealers irom Greenland,
pictuze from the Gresnland film “"QIVITOQ™
taken by Nordisk Film Ko.
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Perhaps you prefer Spanish, as in this example
to Peru? Other postcards from this mailing are
known to have been sent to Argentina, Belgium,
the Belgian Congo, Germany, Italy, and Sweden.
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Can you spot whatos di ff eg
cards, one to the US and one to Canada, other than i
the text of one appearing darker than the other?
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Again, there is a difference showing a registered
mar k on the US card and
Canadiancard, but now on the vertical dividing line.
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This maliling was sent from the warmer climate
of French Polynesia and the island of Tahiti.
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Youodore right 1 f you not |
0 handwr ilnfactnfgur ave known. This part of
each card was printed, not handwritten! Addresses
appear mi meographed on,




FLORENCE - View across river Arno showing the
13th Century Cathedral rising above the city.

Dear Doetoy,
/ﬂow L \Q&M a0 whtreswer
A Florence, comme dans touté.
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FLORENCE - View across river Arno showing the
[3th Century Cathedral rising above the city.

Cher Docteur,

pratique une chirurgie vraiment

c M/-Qu‘o—f o7 whadesmows moderne, le Pentothal a fait
i : J 1l'objet d'une masse importante de
doledl l'objet d' p te d
A sl communications et de rapports
{// g 4 300 an scientifiques. De par le monde
W o e Loild medital plus de 2.300 articles portant sur
. i{} ol 2 74 1l'anesthésie intraveineuse ont été
/ ﬂ publiés depuis qu'Abbott en 1934,
W@#@o W a mis sur le marché son Pentothal.
Des preuves cliniques solides
Mok Ao mmenesnl Codiel, P 9

expliquent la faveur croissante

M ?W wmdlacliov dont jouit le Pentothal grice 2

2 4 P&a,oa“f 4«% /Zﬁ(:hlt&;/ ses nombreux avantages.
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Both of these cards from Florence, Italy were sent

to Canada, one in English, one in French. But why
IS one message inscript and the other typed? Not
sure. The French text goes into a bit more detall.




Pay attention to the center dividing line on the message side.
some cases you will find a small letter at the bottom of it that
relates to the language of the card. With a very few exceptions
here they areée

A = English text to doctors or hospitals in USA Van bcdm
B = English text to doctors in Canada
. m&h vm& M@ 1

C = English text (no salutation) to nurse -anesthetists in USA Aroman, | Wore
D = Frenchtext UTIOW

_ &A./wwm E =
E = Dutch text Omd v T NT OTHRL— ; 1S e
F = Greek text or German text widdh vk M BbE, .
G = ltalian text, Spanish text, or Portuguese text Aludied | Y
H = Spanishtext Oeaiakie

- Okt
| = not recorded/reported 9,
J = Swedish text g
K = Swedishtext (Ko
S= Swedishtext ABBOTT 5

as compiled by Roger Cichorz of Boulder, Colorado




| f youdoOve been paying attenti on
for the following that may differentiate one card  from another
based ondeltiological as pect s é

» Salutation present or missing
» Language of the message

>» Message ohandwrittend or typec
> Address label used or printed directly on the card

:> Image found on the picture side of the card

But there are plenty more philatelic varieties to look ny
for among Dear Doctor postcards! Philatelists, there ‘. s“‘:

“
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is real postal history here! - i#"sg %
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The TAJ MAHAL — Agra, India: Built by the POST CARD,

emperor Shah Jahan as a memorial to his queen.
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Although only postcards sent from India were endorsed
oBY SEA MAI L, 6 al l Dear Doct
sent at the surface rate, the least expensive method of |
posting to reduce costs. Q

Oor




Sometimes different stamps were used bearing the

same postage total going to the same country, as

Sshown here. Al so note the use
Anesthetisto salutation on .-h "'s‘
of being absent on pre-1964 mailings. There was a "' ‘zﬁ& §
different message to doctors versus nurses. Y



