Scribblings
Variations of an Early “Dear Doctor” Postcard

By Roger Cichorz

recently purchased a “Dear Doctor” advertising posteard originating from the Burlingame Chemical Co. of Los Angeles,
California. It was posted November 28, 1908, addressed to Dr. U. 5. Boone in St Louis, Missouri, and had a printed
advertising message for Pepso-Laxatone, a “digestant and tonic laxative” made by the Burlingame Chemical Co.

A month or so later | found (and bought) another Burlingame Chemical Co “Dear Doctor” card on eBay. Turns out
that this second card was mailed about 20-days earlier (Nov 9) to the same Dr. U. S. Boone in St. Louis, Missouri.

Back in the mid-1950's, doctors in the United States began receiving colorful postcards from exotic locations around
the world advertising a popular anesthetic drug made by Abbott Laboratories, of Illinois, known as Sodium Pentothal.
Abbott developed a scheme to mail a postcard every couple of weeks to hundreds of thousands of doctors and health
facilities on its giant mailing list, first to US addresses and then others abroad.

Each card starts with the salutation, “Dear Doctor,” hence the nickname of these collectibles sometimes referred to
as "Dear Doctor” cards, followed by a message regarding the virtues of Pentothal.

Until recently it was thought that the French drug company Fournier was the first to issue a “Dear Doctor” series of
cards. Between 1911-1917 Fournier issued a series of cards sent to doctors in Argentina, Bolivia and Uruguay. All start with
the familiar salutation, “Dear Doctor,” and mailed from Paris.

These two cards, mailed about three weeks apart to the same person, are different in a number of ways,

A. Different Card Number {No. 4556 and A 61) B. Different message. C. Color photos on reverse are different.
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No. 4556 Publ, by Newwman Post Card Co., Los Angeles, Cal. A 61 Publ., by Newman Post Card Co., Los Angeles, Cal,
Mude in Germany. (Noo 8, 4 PM) Made in Germany. (Now 28, 6 PM)
DEAR DOCTOR DEAR DOCTOR
Pepso-Laxatone is an ideal Pepso-Laxatone is a digest-
preparation where constipation ant and tonic laxative,
is due to a lack of peristalic The physicians who use it
action of the lower bowel. commend it highly.
Why not use Pepso-Laxatone A trial will convince you of
in this class of cases? its efficiency.

The numbers on the cards, manufactured by the Newman Post Card Company and printed in Germa ny, no doubt, correspond
to the color photos on the reverse which are regular scenic views of the Los Angeles area. The Burlingame Chemical Co.,
simply overprinted these cards with their message in the message area.

BUT, what was Pepso-Laxatone and what was the Burlingame Chemical Co.?
That story continues next issue.
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